The effect of patient characteristics upon uptake of the influenza vaccination: a study comparing community-based older adults in two healthcare systems.
the uptake of influenza vaccination represents a simple marker of proactive care of older people. However, many still do not receive the vaccine. To understand this challenge better, we investigated the relationship between patient characteristics (demographic, physical and psychological health and health service use) and vaccination uptake in a sample of community-dwelling older people in two adjacent but differently structured healthcare systems (Northern Ireland (NI) and the Republic of Ireland (RoI)). a total of 2,033 randomly selected community-dwelling older adults (65 years and older) were interviewed in their homes. rates of uptake were 78% in NI and 72% in RoI. The uptake was greater with older age (odds ratio (OR) 1.6, 95% confidence interval (CI) = 1.3-2.1, P < 0.0005), widowhood (OR = 1.5, 95% CI = 1.1-2.3, P = 0.02), living in NI (OR = 0.77, 95% CI = 0.6-0.9, P = 0.04), greater functional impairment (OR RoI 2.0, 95% CI = 0.8-3.5, P = 0.03), more frequent use of family doctor (OR RoI 0.5, 95% CI = 0.3-0.6, P = 0.0001; NI 0.6, 95% CI = 0.4-0.9, P = 0.01) and greater use of services such as chiropody (OR NI 0.6, 95% CI = 0.4-0.9, P = 0.01), meals-on-wheels (OR RoI 1.3, 95% CI = 0.4-2.2, P = 0.03), social work (OR RoI 1.2, 95% CI = 0.3-1.9, P = 0.05) and occupational therapy (OR RoI 1.3, 95% CI = 0.5-2.5, P = 0.02). the uptake rates in both healthcare systems exceeded targets. Higher rates of vaccination were found among older people, those who were married and those who made greater use of hospital and community services. Increased exposure to health services may enhance trust in health care leading to higher vaccination uptake.